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Why I am a teacher

I am from a rural village in Hunan province, which is located in the middle part in china and is famous for being hometown of many famous figures in the modern times, such as Mao Zedong, Liu Shaoqi, Peng dehuai etc. Though agriculture in Hunan province is in the lead in china, my hometown is poor because it is full of hills and shortage of cultivated land. I have two brothers and two sisters, and I am the youngest one. They are all peasants working day and night in the yellow land. When I was a child, the hope of my parents is to make me coming out of the rural village, and the only way to do this is to pass an entrance examination to the college. At that time, the exam passing rate is less then 5%, so having the chance to enter the college is very difficult. I am a clever and diligent student. I always ranked No.1 in the high school so it is not difficult for me to pass the college entrance examination. There are many universities I can apply for but I did not know anything about them. I don’t know what the major is about. In those days Internet did not exist, and my parents can not give me more advisement. So it is not very deliberate for me to enter Beijing Normal University. But until now, I did not regret for my choice then. Beijing Normal University is a famous school for training teachers. Most of its graduate students become teacher. Naturally, I become a teacher. From then on, I got my master degree, and then Ph.D.. But I am always working as a teacher in a University, formerly in Technology and Science University in Hunan, nowadays in South China Normal University.
Why I am here

I have been a teacher for about twenty years. I do both teaching and research. To be frankly, I feel a bit tired and need to be recharged. I am luck enough to get scholarship from China Scholarship Council in 2008. I know Doctor Yang a few years ago, he is a frank and enthusiastic person and famous for his excellence teaching experience. Thanks for his assistance and the invitation from SUNY at Oswego, and I am here now.
My intension and goal

As a visiting scholar, my purpose is to communicate, to collaborate with and colleague in the America. My main interest is on teacher’s professional development, teachers’ community of practice, knowledge management and so on. I will pay more attention on policy of teacher professional development in New York, the strategy and method of teacher professional development at the school. I will try to identify the difference between China and America which maybe do help to us.
As for this lesson, it is a very good opportunity for me to work as a student in the American class. I am completely a student. I will cherish and enjoy it with professor Yang and American classmates. My goal is as follow:
1. systematically master of portfolios: concept and its application

2. understanding and refection on standard as a teacher in America.

3. experiencing the strait of class in the America, how to be a student and how to be a good teacher.
